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Report Finds Washington Has Highest AIDS Infection Rate Among U.S. Cities

By IANURBINA
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with a rate of 117.7 new cases per 100 000 people in 2005.

Rates of people living with AIDS per 100,000 people

Washington

Baltimore

heterosexual men at an epidemic
pace, according to a report re-
leased Monday by city health of-
ficials.

The report said more than
12,400 people in the city — about 1
in 50 — are living with AIDS or
H.IV,, the virus that causes
AIDS.

“H.LV./AIDS in the district has
become a modern epidemic with
complexities and challenges that

tients said.

The report said that from 2001
to 2006, 56 children, ages 13 or
younger, were found to have ei-
ther H.L.V. or AIDS, and almost
all of them were infected at birth,

These cases, which account for
6 percent of all mother-to-child
H.LV. infections in the nation in
the last five years, were espe-
cially alarming, city officials said,
because they could have been

men. Starting in 2004, the number
of new H.LV. cases among men
and women ages 40 to 49 out-
paced every other age group in
the city.

While the report found 8,368 re-
ported cases of people living with
AIDS in the district at the end of
last year, a 43 percent increase
from 2001, it also found that the
number of new H.LV. cases be-
gan declining in 2003. City health

retroviral treatment, even if they
do not have insurance and or can-
not afford to pay for the treat-
ment,” she said.

City health officials said unpro-
tected sex was the most common
way H.LV. is spread, followed by
intravenous drug use. Since 2000,
about 13 percent of all new H.L.V,
cases in the city involved intra-
venous drug use, most likely the
sharing of needles.
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